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AlffOPSV FINDINGS IN A SERI~ OF 56 AIDS PATIENTS IN BRAZIL Veloso, 
Valdilea; Grinsztejn,B; Wemeck-Barroso, E; Frcitas,W; Scrapião, M.; 
Bottino,A; 01icarino, J. - Evandro Chagas Hospital/IOC{FIOCRUZ 

Objective: To assess tbc diagnosis provided by autopsy that were not clinically suspected in a serie of 
56 AIDS patient and evaluate their clinicai significancc. 

~1cthods: The autopsy findings from 56 AIDS patientes (CDC-87) (49 malc, 8 fcmale, mcan age 38 
± SD 9.6, 29 hom/hisexual, 13 beterosexuals, 2 JVDU, l blood receptor and 11 with unindentificd risk; 
mcan survival was 12,5 months ± SD 11) from 1989 thrnugh 1993 were evaluated in order to rccord 
thosc that wcrc not clinically suspcctcd. Ultimatc cause of death (CD) was also analyscd. 

Rcsults: BacteriaJ pneumonia was thc most frcqucnt autopsy finding 50% (28/56), CD in 9 cases and 
the main unrecognized infcction (26/28) followcd hy CMV infection (22/26), toxoplastnosis (6/ 12), 
histoplasmosis (5/7), cryptosporidiosis (4/7), tuberculosis (3/9), criptococosis (3/12), P.carinU pneumonia 
(2/6), MAC (2/3)~ intestinal zygomicosis (J/1), hcrpetic csofagitis (lfl), bacillary angiomatosis ()/\). 
Ncoplasic diseasc was not suspected io 2/7 cases (SK). The ultimatc cause of death was not proper1y 
identified in 41.07% (23/56) patients. 

Comments: Thc high numhcr of deaths dctennined by bacterial pneumonia clinically unsuspected 
indicate a nece~ity of a high inde.x. of suspcction of this condition as it is potentially treatable. CMV 
rema~ thc most frequcnt clinically undiagnosed opportunistic infection in AIDS patients. l11e low 
numhcr of undiagnoscd tuberculosis in our serie probabty represents a high index of suspection of this 
infcction in Brazil and its occurrcnce carly in the progression of the irnrnunodeficicncy. 
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