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Hospital Evandro Chagas - Oswaldo Cruz Institute - FIOCRUZ- Ria de Janeiro - Brazil. 

ln arder to determine the prevalence □ f echocardiographic abnor~lities in patients 
with HIV infection M-mode and two dimensional echocardiogrephic were performed an 65 
patients with HIV infecti□n including 28 asymptomatics,7 ARC and 30 AIDS(CDC-1987) . 
Fifty-aix were male end 9 femele with ages ranging from 24 to 64 years(average 28,4) 
Ech□cardiographic abnormalities in AIDS and in non AIDS group were statistically com 
pared using the Fisher's test. Abnormalities were observed in 20(31%)patients,in 7 
of them however,abnormalities were related to congenital or hipertensive cardyophaty 
and not to HIV infection.The . 13(2□%)remaining presented pericardial effusion 8(12,3%) 
dilated cardiomyapathy 6(9,2%) and pulmonary arterial hipertension 1(1 ,5%) .. Initial 
clinica! manifestati□n of AIDS were due_ to the cardiac damage in 3 of these patients. 
Echocardiographic abnormalities were significantly higher in AIDS grcup{p 0,004);on­
ly one patient was aaymptomatic{group II - CDC-1987),showing a mild dilated cardiomy 
opathy. Among the AIDS patients 9(75%) presented oportunistic infection including 
P. carinii pneumaniae (4) ,disse·minated tuberculosis(2) ,pericardial tuberculosis(1) , 
disseminated histoplasmosis(1) and cryptococcal meningitis(1) ard t~o cf them presen 
ted Kaposi's aarcoma. Autopsy was performed in five patients and ethiology was ob­
tained in one case by pericardial biopsy. We conclude that echocardiagraphic abnorma 
litiee are frequent in HIV infectian mainly in the patients with AIDS and that echo­
cariographic can be a ·useful too! ta distinguish clinica! manifestaticn commom to 
pulmonary and cardiac involvement. 
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