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O PPGDIP 

O Programa de Doenças Infecciosas e Parasitárias, da Faculdade de 

Medicina da UFRJ foi fundado em 1970 pelo professor titular Dr José 

Rodrigues Coura. É um dos primeiros programas de pós-graduação 

médicos do Brasil, e o pioneiro em doenças infecciosas e parasitárias.  

Sua estruturação inicial foi consolidada para a formação de alta 

qualificação técnico-profissional de graduados em medicina. Ao final dos 

anos 90, o corpo docente do curso verificou a necessidade de realizar uma 

grande mudança. Com uma visão em pesquisa com atuação 

multidisciplinar, graduados em outras áreas de atuação passaram a ser 

admitidos no programa, traçando um perfil variado de egressos com 

progressiva consolidação da produção científica.  

Com sua primeira sede no Pavilhão Carlos Chagas, hoje se encontra 

sediado no Hospital Universitário Clementino Fraga Filho (HUCFF), no 5º 

andar, Ala A, Rua Rodolpho Paulo Rocco, 255 - Cidade Universitária - Ilha 

do Fundão - Rio de Janeiro – RJ, CEP: 21941-913. 

Atualmente conta com 21 professores no corpo docente, profissionais 

estes com sólida contribuição científica totalizando mais de 2 mil trabalhos 

publicados, nos mais importantes periódicos em DIP e áreas correlatas.   

Desde sua fundação o Programa de Pós-graduação em Doenças 

Infecciosas e Parasitárias (PPGDIP) segue formando mestres, doutores e 

pós-doutores altamente qualificados, com reconhecimento nacional e 

internacional. 
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CASE REPORT OF INFECTIVE ENDOCARDITIS CAUSED BY BARTONELLA 
HENSELAE IN RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL  
 
Gonçalves-Oliveira J.1; Damasco, PV2,3, Assis, MRS1; Freitas, DE1; Junior, AAP1; 
Sousa, LS 2; Rodrigues, NG2; Damasco, PH2; Ribeiro, PF2; Barbosa, GIF2; 
Moreira, NS4; Guedes, JF5; Coutinho, HMR 2; Lemos, ERS1. 
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ABSTRACT 
Introduction: Infective endocarditis (IE) is a systemic infection most caused by 
bacteria, with high lethality in absence of treatment. The genus Bartonella is one of 
the causative agents associated with blood culture-negative infective endocarditis 
(BCNIE), in which no pathogen can be detected by laboratory methods, mainly 
blood culture. Of the 14 species of Bartonella associated with BCNIE in humans 
and domestic animals, B.henselae is the most prevalent in both groups. This 
species is also known as the main cause of cat scratch disease (CSD), a 
neglected zoonotic disease in Brazil. BCNIE cases are a classic example of 
zoonosis that One Health approach must be applied, considering domestic cats 
and dogs and their ectoparasites can be hosts of B.henselae. The risk of infection 
is not restricted to the human population, as dogs and cats can also develop 
cardiac complications related to infection by Bartonella. Methods: After two 
patients with IE were admitted to Pedro Ernesto University Hospital (UERJ/RJ), a 
multidisciplinary team of physicians, biologists, and veterinarians performed 
fieldwork in patient’s homes to evaluate healthy living conditions with the collection 
of ectoparasites and blood samples from domestic animals for laboratory analysis. 
Serum samples from patients and their pets were evaluated by IFA for IgG-
antibodies against Bartonella spp. (cut-off:>64). Fluids and tissue samples were 
submitted to DNA extraction and PCR with specific primers (gltA,groEL, and htrA) 
to identify Bartonella spp. DNA. Results: Serum samples from patients 
(>2048~32000) and their pets (>128) were reactive with high titers to Bartonella 
IgG-antibodies. DNA sequences generated from human samples were similar to 
B.henselae (97~100%). Both patients showed unhealthy conditions, cats and dogs 
frequently were found in dirty spaces or sharing living spaces like beds. 
Conclusions: Professionals of human health, animal health, and environmental 
health should be alert for IE caused by Bartonella, an invisible and neglected 
pathogen in Brazil. 
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